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SECTION SE: SOCIOECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Now I’d like to ask some questions about your background.  You may have answered some of these questions 
during your enrollment, but please bear with me as I ask them again as a part of your interview. 
 
 
SE1. Were you born in the United States?  [IF R SAYS SHE 
 WAS BORN IN A U.S. TERRITORY OR COMMON- 
 WEALTH, ENTER “NO.”] 

YES ................... [SE4] ....................... 1 
NO ....................................................... 2 

 
 SE2. What country were you born in?  COUNTRY _____________________  
 
 SE3. How old were you when you came to 
  live in the USA?  [IF LESS THAN ONE 
  YEAR OLD, ENTER ‘00.’ IF R IS A CURRENT 
  RESIDENT OF PUERTO RICO, ENTER “REFUSAL” 
  AND MAKE A REMARK “PUERTO RICAN RESIDENT.”] 
 
SE4. Do you consider yourself to be Hispanic or Latina? YES ..................................................... 1 
 NO ..................... [SE6] ....................... 2 
 REF ................... [SE6] ....................... 7 
 DK ..................... [SE6] ....................... 8 
 
      Y N 
 SE5. What is your specific Hispanic origin or 

 ancestry?  You may select one or more of 
 the following: 

a. Puerto Rican .............................. 1 2 
 b. Cuban or Cuban American ........ 1 2 
 c. Dominican (Republic) ............... 1 2 
     d. Mexican or Mexican American . 1 2 
     e. Central or South American ........ 1 2 
     f. Other Hispanic origin ................ 1 2 
 
 Y N 
SE6. What race do you consider yourself to be?  You may 
 choose one or more of the following: 

a. American Indian or Alaska 
  Native ..................................... 1 2 

     b. Asian ......................................... 1 2 
     c. Black or African American ....... 1 2 
 d. Native Hawaiian or other 
      Pacific Islander....................... 1 2 
     e. White ......................................... 1 2 
 
SE7. To the best of your knowledge, were you adopted or 
 raised by someone other than your biological parents? 
 [IF R WAS RAISED IN AN ORPHANAGE OR 
 FOSTER HOME(S) BUT WAS NEVER ADOPTED, 
 ENTER AS “YES.”] 

YES ................... [SE7a] ...................... 1 
NO ..................... [SE8a] ...................... 2 

 
 SE7a. At what age were you adopted (or did you begin living 
   with someone other than your parents)? 
  [IF LESS THAN ONE MONTH OLD, ENTER ’00 00’] 
 
 
 SE8. Do you have any knowledge about your 

 biological mother? 
YES ..................................................... 1 

 NO ..................... [SE9] ....................... 2 
   REF ................... [SE9] ....................... 7 
   DK ..................... [SE9] ....................... 8 
 

AGE 

YEARS MONTHS 
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SE8a. Do any of  your biological mother’s 
 ancestors come from… 

Y N 
 a. Eastern Europe .......................... 1 2 
 b. Scandinavia ............................... 1 2 
     c. Asia ........................................... 1 2 
     d. Africa ........................................ 1 2 
     e. the Middle East or 
       Mediterranean .......................... 1 2 

<IF SE7 = NO, GO TO SE10> 
SE9. Do you have any knowledge of your biological 
 father?   

 

YES ................................................... 1 
NO ................... [SE11] ...................... 2 

     REF ................. [SE11] ...................... 7 
     DK ................... [SE11] ...................... 8 
 
 
      
SE10. Do any of your biological father’s 
  ancestors come from… 

Y N 
a. Eastern Europe .......................... 1 2 
b. Scandinavia ............................... 1 2 

     c. Asia ........................................... 1 2 
     d. Africa ........................................ 1 2 
     e. the Middle East or 
       Mediterranean .......................... 1 2 
 
 
These next questions are about your sexuality, marital status, and current living arrangements.  Some of these 
questions may seem personal, but this information is very important to the study.  Please remember that all your 
answers will be kept confidential. 
 
SE11. Would you say you are heterosexual, sexually attracted 
 only to men; homosexual, sexually attracted only to 
 women; or bisexual, sexually attracted to both men 
 and women? 

HETEROSEXUAL ............................. 1 
HOMOSEXUAL ................................. 2 
BISEXUAL ......................................... 3 
NO SEXUAL ORIENTATION 

    (ASEXUAL) .................................. 4 
   REFUSED ........................................... 7 
 
 
SE12. Have you ever been legally married? YES ..................................................... 1 
     NO .................... [SE14] ...................... 2 
     DK .................... [SE14] ...................... 7 
     REF .................. [SE14] ...................... 8 
 
 SE13. Which of the following best describes 

 your current marital status? Are you… 
legally married ........... [SE15]............. 1 

 widowed .............................................. 2 
   divorced ............................................... 3 
   separated.............................................. 4 
 
 
SE14. Are  you currently living with someone as though married? YES ..................................................... 1 
   NO ....................................................... 2 
 
<IF SE12 = NO AND SE14 = NO, THEN GO TO SE18; ELSE, GO TO SE15.> 
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<FILL BASED ON SE13 AND SE14> 
SE15. How many years and/or months have you [been married to 
 your current spouse/lived with your current partner/ 
 been widowed/been divorced/been separated]? 
 [IF LESS THAN ONE MONTH, ENTER ‘00 00.’] 
 

YEARS MONTHS 

<ASK ONLY IF SE11 = BISEXUAL AND SE13=1 OR SE14 = YES> 
 
SE16. Is your partner male or female? MALE ................................................. 1 
   FEMALE ............................................. 2 
 
 
<ASK SE17 ONLY IF SE13 = 1 (R IS CURRENTLY MARRIED), OR IF SE14 =1 (LIVING WITH 
SOMEONE AS MARRIED)> 
SE17. What is the highest year or level of school 
   your spouse or partner has completed? 
   Please bear with me as I read through this list one time. 
    Is it…  [IF R SEEMS UNSURE, PROBE: “What is the    
 minimum level of education you are sure of?”] 

no formal schooling .......................... 01 
less than or equal to 6th grade ........... 02 
7th grade or higher but less than high 

    school  degree ................................. 03 
completed high school ...................... 04 

     G.E.D. (General Education Diploma) 05 
     some college but no degree ............... 06 
     associate or technical degree (include 
      LPN, RN and 1 to 3 year Nursing 
          Certification Program) ................. 07 
     bachelor's degree (BA, BS, BSN) ..... 08 
     master's degree (MA, MS, MENG 
         MED, MSW, MSN).......................... 09 
     doctoral degree (PHD, MD, JD, DMD,  
      DDS, DVM) ..................................... 10 
 
 
SE18. What is the highest year or level of school 
 you completed?   (Please bear with me as I read 
 through this list one time.  Is it…) 

[READ CATEGORIES IF NEEDED] 

no formal schooling .......................... 01 
less than or equal to 6th grade ........... 02 
7th grade or higher but less than 

  high school degree ........................ 03 
     completed high school ...................... 04 
     G.E.D. (General Education 
      Diploma) ...................................... 05 
     some college but no degree ............... 06 
     associate or technical degree (include 
      LPN, RN and 1 to 3 year Nursing 
      Certification Program) ................. 07 
     bachelor's degree (BA, BS, BSN) ..... 08 
     master's degree (MA, MS, MENG, 
      MED, MSW, MSN) ..................... 09 
     doctoral degree (PHD, MD, JD, 
      DMD, DDS, DVM) ...................... 10 
 
 
SE19. Thinking about last year, which of the following 
 categories best describes your total income from 
 all household members before taxes?  Please 
 include income from all sources such as annuities, 
 social security, stocks, alimony and child support 
 earned in the past year.  Was it… 

less than $20,000 ................................. 1 
$20,000 to $49,999 .............................. 2 
$50,000 to $99,999 .............................. 3 
$100,000 to $200,000 .......................... 4 
more than $200,000 ............................. 5 
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SE20. Last year, how many people, including yourself, were 
 supported by this income? 
 [VERIFY THAT R HAS INCLUDED HERSELF 
 IN THE TOTAL NUMBER.] 
 

# PEOPLE 

 <ASK ONLY IF SE20 >1, ELSE GO TO SE23> 
 SE21. How many of these people were under 
  18 years old? 
 

# PEOPLE 

 SE22. How many were 65 or older? 
 # PEOPLE 
For the next few questions, please think back to your childhood years. 
 
SE23. Please tell me the adults who lived in your household 
 who were legally responsible for you when you were 
 age 13.   

[CHECK ALL THAT APPLY] 

[IF R SAYS “MOTHER” OR “FATHER,” VERIFY 
IF PARENT IS BIOLOGICAL OR ADOPTIVE, 
A STEPPARENT, OR A FOSTER PARENT.] 

MOTHER (BIOLOGICAL OR 
 ADOPTIVE) ...................................... 1 
FATHER (BIOLOGICAL OR 

  ADOPTIVE) ...................................... 1 
     STEPMOTHER ...................................... 1 
 STEPFATHER ....................................... 1 
  FOSTER MOTHER ............................... 1 
  FOSTER FATHER ................................ 1 
     GRANDMOTHER ................................. 1 
     GRANDFATHER .................................. 1 
     AUNT ..................................................... 1 
     UNCLE ................................................... 1 
     ADULT SISTER .................................... 1 
     ADULT BROTHER ............................... 1 
     LEGAL GUARDIAN, NOT A 
      RELATIVE ....................................... 1 
     PARENT OR GUARDIAN’S LIVE-IN 
      PARTNER ......................................... 1 
     NOT APPLICABLE (ORPHANAGE 
      OR INSTITUTION) .... [SE25] ......... 1 
     OTHER1 SPECIFY: _______________ 1 
     OTHER2 SPECIFY: _______________ 1 
     OTHER3 SPECIFY: _______________ 1 
 
<BEGIN REPEATING RECORD – HOUSEHOLD MEMBER EDUCATION> 
<FILL BASED ON RESPONSES TO SE23> 
SE24. What is the highest year or level of school 
   your [HOUSEHOLD MEMBER]  had completed 
   when you were 13 years old? [READ CATEGORIES 
 IF NEEDED] [IF R SEEMS UNSURE, PROBE: 
 “What is the minimum level of education you are sure of?”] 

no formal schooling .......................... 01 
less than or equal to 6th grade ........... 02 
7th grade or higher but less than high 
     school  degree ............................... 03 
completed high school ...................... 04 

     G.E.D. (General Education Diploma) 05 
     some college but no degree ............... 06 
     associate or technical degree (include 
      LPN, RN and 1 to 3 year Nursing 
          Certification Program) ................. 07 
     bachelor's degree (BA, BS, BSN) ..... 08 
     master's degree (MA, MS, MENG 
         MED, MSW, MSN) ...................... 09 
     doctoral degree (PHD, MD, JD, DMD,  
      DDS, DVM) ..................................... 10 
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<END REPEATING RECORD – HOUSEHOLD MEMBER EDUCATION> 
 
 
SE25.  How would you characterize your family's income 
 level during the majority of your time growing up? 
 Would you say your family was… 

well off ................................................ 1 
middle income ..................................... 2 
low income .......................................... 3 

  poor ..................................................... 4 
 
 
SE26. When you were growing up, were there times when 
 your family didn't have enough to eat? 

YES ..................................................... 1 
NO ....................................................... 2 

 
 
 
The following questions are about your experiences in the past 30 days.  
 
 never almost 

never 
some- 
times 

fairly 
often 

very 
often 

SE27. During the past 30 days, how often have you 
 felt that you were unable to control the 
 important things in your life?  Would you 
 say… 

5 4 3 2 1 

SE28. During the past 30 days, how often have you 
 felt confident about your ability to handle 
 your personal problems?  (Would you say…) 

5 4 3 2 1 

SE29. During the past 30 days, how often have you 
 felt that things were going your way? 
 (Would you say…) 

5 4 3 2 1 

SE30. During the past 30 days, how often have you 
 felt difficulties were piling up so high that you 
 could not overcome them?  (Would you say…) 

5 4 3 2 1 
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